
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSAY COMPETITION 2019 

RULES AND GUIDELINES 
 

University Settlement challenges students from Willow, Mound, Fullerton, and Warner schools to reflect 

upon those who have inspired others through their actions or words to combat injustice and unfairness by 

participating in the first annual 2019 Slavic Village Youth Essay Contest. We want to hear how the youth 

in our community have been inspired to stand up and be change agents for their neighborhood. We ask 

these future leaders to honestly and thoughtfully answer the essay question posed in the prompt below.  

 

ABOUT THE ESSAY CONTEST 
This is University Settlement’s first essay contest. The contest will be part of our Homecoming event in 

May which celebrates Slavic Village’s past, present, and future. It is a weekend event, and the winners of 

the essay contest will be presented during the Luncheon on Friday, May 17th from 11:30 – 2:00 pm. 

Veronica Chambers, young-adult author of Resist: 35 Profiles of Ordinary People Who Rose Up Against 

Tyranny and Injustice, will be the speaker of the Luncheon and will present the winner and runner-ups of 

the essay contest.  

 

ESSAY PROMPT 
We would like to focus our essay topic on the topic of injustice and unfairness, as spoken about in Veronica 

Chamber’s book. This year, our essay prompt is: 

 

“Talk about a person who currently lives in the Broadway-Slavic Village neighborhood and has acted 

against injustice and unfairness and how that has inspired you to act as well.”  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Entries accepted beginning: Friday, March 1st, 2019 at 9:00 am  

 Essays due: Monday, April 1st, 2019 at 10:00 pm  

 Awards Ceremony: Friday, May 17th, 2019, between 11:30 am and 2:00 pm  

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES AND RULES 

 Essays cannot be fictitious. All entries must be about a real person that is not deceased and currently 

lives in the Broadway-Slavic Village neighborhood 

 Essays must be original student work and free of plagiarism 

 Essay must be at least 250 words 

 Online entry is preferred 

 Mailed entries must be accompanied by the official entry form 

 Only one entry will be accepted per student 

 Group projects are not permitted 

 Entries that are incomplete, submitted after the deadline, or do not comply with contest guidelines 

will not be accepted 



 Finalists will be asked to appear on stage in front of an audience at the Homecoming Luncheon 

Friday, May 17th between 11:30 and 2:00. Finalists may be asked to read all or a selected part of 

their entry in front of an audience 

 The administration of the contest, including, without limitation, determining the eligibility of a 

student or essay, selecting a reader or judge, evaluating any submitted essay, and awarding the 

prizes, is within the sole and absolute discretion of University Settlement. No student or teacher, 

or person or organization related thereto, has a right to appeal, contest, dispute, or otherwise 

challenge any aspect of the administration of the contest, and any decision of University Settlement 

is final in all respects 

 University Settlement is not responsible for lost, late, misdirected or delayed entries, whether 

caused by mail/other delivery systems or human error which may occur in the processing of entries 

to this contest; or any problems/technical malfunctions of any computer equipment or software by 

either the applicant or University Settlement 

 All entries become the property of University Settlement, including the right to reproduce the essay 

or portions thereof in any promotional, reference, research or official business materials without 

limitation; entries will not be returned. Finalists agree to have their photo and essay reprinted on 

various platforms and publications such as online and in a book of essays. They agree that their 

likeness and words may be used for promotion of the contest, event, and future marketing strategies 

 University Settlement reserves the right to cancel, modify or delay the contest 

ELIGIBILITY 

 The contest is open to all 5th through 8th grade students at Mound, Fullerton, Willow, and Warner 

schools in Cleveland, Ohio. Any student not from one of these four schools are ineligible to enter.  

 Immediate family members of any judges are ineligible to enter.  

 

JUDGING CRITERIA AND SCORING 

Each entry is assigned a number. Essays are blind-scored by number only: no student or school names are 

identified unless the student chooses to have that information in the essay. Student or school names will be 

redacted during the judging process if they are included.  

All judges are required to read all submissions using a numerical point scale and the criteria outlined below: 

Essays will be scored on: 

 Responding to the required components 

 Integrating the concepts of responsible citizenship  

 Originality/creativity 

 Writing style/presentation  

 Sincere, honest, and heartfelt content 

An above average essay: 

 Includes a specific story/example that is both personal and universal 

 Tells a true story in a moving, dramatic, or inspiring way 

 Shows understanding of and reflection on the theme of personal responsibility 

DETERMINING THE WINNERS 

 One winner will be selected from all submissions 



 In addition, one winner from each school (excluding the school of the overall winner) will be 

selected 

 Each judge will read each essay (void of any personal or school names) 

 Essays will be scored using a numerical point scale based on the topics outlined above  

 Essays will be ranked by highest over-all score, both overall and from each individual school 

 In the event of a tie, the President of the Board of Directors of University Settlement will read only 

the essays with the same score and will determine the ranking  

ESSAY WINNER PRIZES 

 Grand Prize for overall winner out of all submissions: a $250 Visa Gift Card 

 The winners from the other three schools: a $100 Visa Gift Card  

All winners will also receive: 

 Free admission to the Luncheon event 

 Meet and greet with Veronica Chambers 

 To be presented on stage during the event by Veronica Chambers 

 A signed copy of Veronica Chamber’s book Resist: 35 Profiles of Ordinary People Who Rose 

Up Against Tyranny and Injustice 

 A certificate of accomplishment  

HOW TO ENTER 

Entries are accepted beginning Monday, April 1st at 9:00 am. Entries must be received by 10:00 pm on 

Tuesday, April 30th. Late entries will not be accepted.  

Each school will have a University Settlement staff member available to assist all applicants with the 

submission process. It is encouraged to contact your school’s representative to help.  

 Warner School – Frederick Knuckles, 216-456-0909 or fknuckles@universitysettlement.net 

 Mound School – Michael Copeland, 216-440-1076 or mcopeland@universitysettlement.net 

 Fullerton School – Sharra Wimberly, 216-386-3626 or swimberly@universitysettlement.net 

 Willow School – Kimberly Corrigan, 216-456-0901 or kcorrigan@universitysettlement.net  

To enter electronically: 

 Electronic entry is preferred. If internet or computer access is limited, please talk to your school’s 

representative listed above. Form of submission will not affect the scoring process 

 Please email your submission and completed entry form to: usiclev@gmail.com  

 You will receive a confirmation email within 48 hours (minus weekend days). If you do not receive 

a confirmation email, please speak to your school representative or call the number listed below 

To enter by mail/delivery:  

 Mailed or hand-delivered entries must contain the official entry form 

 If being delivered, please give to your school’s representative 

 To mail submission, send essay and completed entry form to: 

Attn: Sara Amato, Essay Contest Entry 

University Settlement 

4800 Broadway Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44127 
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If you have questions, please call 216-641-8948 ext. 263 or email 

samato@universitysettlement.net  

 

ABOUT UNIVERSITY SETTLEMENT 
University Settlement is a social service provider that serves children, seniors, families, and individuals in 

the Broadway-Slavic Village community. Programs center around addressing the barriers of poverty such 

as youth education, senior wellness, family preservation, case management, housing needs, financial 

stability, workforce training, and a food pantry to address hunger and nutritional needs. University 

Settlement provides a holistic approach to wellness and has dedicated and caring staff to address individual 

needs of community residents.  

 

PRIVACY POLICY 

University Settlement is committed to protecting the privacy of all essay participants. University Settlement 

will keep all information submitted confidential, including phone numbers, emails, and street addresses. 

We will not share this information with any other organization without express permission. We do not 

advertise to children or solicit children for marketing information and we never knowingly release the 

names of children to third parties.                                              
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